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person and features, although dark, of thick lips and a
grizzly beard," and says that he was " more of a melancholy
disposition than anything else, which is also known by
many signs, but principally by his not having come out of
his palace for the space of eleven years, nor having once
gone to the chase nor any other kind of amusement, to the
great dissatisfaction of his people." He further describes
him as ^boastful, but unwarlike and " a man of very little
courage" ; as caring little for law and justice, but much for
women and money; as mean and avaricious, "buying and
selling with the cunning of a small merchant" "Notwith-
standing the things mentioned above," he concludes, "which
make one think he ought to be hated, the reverence and
love of the people for the King are incredible, as they
worship him not as a king but as a god, on account of his
descent from the line of * Alf, the great object of their vene-
ration/' and he cites the most extraordinary instances of
this devotion and even deification, which is not confined to
the common people but extends to members of the Royal
Family and courtiers, and to the inhabitants of the remotest
parts of his realms. One magnanimous act of the king's
rt*Sn> w^ich led to a great alleviation of the
burden of taxation imposed on his people, the

eams*           Venetian Ambassador ascribes to the influence

of a dream, "in which the Angels took him by the throat
and asked him whether it was becoming to a king, surnamed
the Just and descended from 'AH, to get such immense
profits by the ruin of so many poor people; and then
ordered him to free the people from them." This story is
likely enough, for Tahmdsp in his Memoirs records numerous
dreams to which he evidently attached great importance,
Thus in a dream 'AH promises him victory over the Uzbeks
about A.D. IS281, and a year or two later at Herdt advises

1 P. 584 of Horn's Denkwurdigkeiten cited above p. 84, n,-2.